
Town of Yates April Board Meeting
8 S. Main St., Lyndonville, NY 14098

May 12, 2016, 7:00PM

Present: Jim Simon, Supervisor
Wes Bradley, Councilman
Jim Whipple, Councilman
Brad Bentley, Councilman
John Riggi, Councilman
Michele Harling, Town Clerk
Andrew Meier, Town Attorney
Trisha Laszewski, Town Assessor

Excused: Dan Wolfe, Code Enforcement Officer

Others : Larry P. Wolfe Glenn Maid Mary Hayes
Alice M. Wolanyk Betty Wolanyk Taylor Quarles
Carmer O’Keefe Howard Pierce Rebecca Winters
Donn Riggi Richard Fisk Richard Pucher
Ben Yazman Jim Hoffman Linda Fisk
Dan Fitzgerald Agnes LaPorte Steve Esposito
Richard Hellert Jim Bansbach Paul Lauricella
Pam Atwater Anne Smith Judy Esposito
Cynthia Hellert Faith Basil Paula Simon
Georgette Stockman Chris Craft Chris Bronson

Supervisor Simon called the May Board Meeting to order at 7:00PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SUPERVISOR REMARKS

Supervisor Simon reminded the audience that  Privilege of the Floor at  the beginning of the
meeting is for comments on agenda items only.  All comments should be addressed to the Board
and not to each other.  There will be a chance for all other public comment at the end of the
meeting.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY

Howard  Pierce,  Millers  Road,  commented  on  RESOLUTION  NO.  58-5/16.   He  wanted  to
remind the Board that the MET Tower application was submitted on April 16th long before the
Moratorium was discussed so he asked the Board to act on the MET tower first.  He also asked
the Town Board to vote “No” on RESOLUTION NO. 59-5/16.

Taylor Quarles, Lighthouse Wind, asked for clarification on RESOLUTION NO. 58-5/16 and
what it covers.



Supervisor Simon responded that the Board would be discussing the results in the form of a
resolution later in the meeting.  He also added that the application was incomplete and would be
returned to the applicant.

Taylor  Quarles  also mentioned  that  with regard to  RESOLUTION NO. 59-5/16,  Lighthouse
Wind had already offered their full comments at the Public Hearings.

RESOLUTION NO. 55-5/16

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE MINUTES 

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2016, regular Board Meeting as presented
to each Board Member.

Offered by Councilman Bentley, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

5 Ayes    0 Nays     

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 56-5/16

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE MINUTES 

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2016, Public Hearings as presented to each
Board Member.

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Riggi

3 Ayes    0 Nays     2 Abstain: Bradley & Bentley

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 57-5/16

RESOLUTION  TO  CONTRIBUTE  $2,000  TO  THE  LYNDONVILLE  JULY  4 th

CELEBRATION OF 2016

WHEREAS, the Village of Lyndonville supports and the Lyndonville Lions Club hosts a very
successful July 4th celebration each year that provides rich cultural experiences for people in our
community, throughout Orleans County, and beyond, be it



RESOLVED, that the Town of Yates will contribute $2,000, as it has in years past, to the Village
of Lyndonville July 4th celebration for 2016.

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bentley

4 Ayes    0 Nays 1 Abstain: Bradley     

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 58-5/16

RESOLUTION REGARDING RESULTS OF THE REVIEW OF THE APPLICATION OF
LIGHTHOUSE WIND, LLC, FOR AUSTIN MET TOWER

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Yates has reviewed the application of Lighthouse
Wind, LLC for a MET Tower to be placed on parcel 12.-1-16.21 in the Town of Yates, be it

RESOLVED, by the Town Board that 1) the application is incomplete for failure to include an
Agricultural  Data  Statement  as  required  by  state  law,  2)  the  Town  Clerk  shall  return  the
application to the applicant informing them of the missing form, and 3) the applicant may refile
the application with the Town Clerk without paying an additional fee.

Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

5 Ayes    0 Nays     

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 59-5/16

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE TOWN OF YATES MORATORIUM ON WIND ENERGY
FACILITIES LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2016

WHEREAS,  Local  Law No.  1  of  2016 entitled  "The Town of  Yates  Moratorium on Wind
Energy Facilities Law" was formally introduced by resolution on April 14, 2016, and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on said Local Law on April 21, 2016, at which a quorum
was present and all those for and against were heard, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board, having given due consideration to the proposed law the public
comment thereon, and determining that the adoption of Local Law No. 1 of 2016 to be in the
public interest, be it

RESOLVED, that Local Law No. 1 of 2016 is hereby adopted in its entirety, and be it further



RESOLVED, that the Attorney for the Town is directed to file the law with the Department of
State.

Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bentley

5 Ayes    0 Nays     

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 60-5/16

RESOLUTION TO PAY BILLS

WHEREAS, bills have been reviewed by the Town Board, be it 

RESOLVED to pay bills as follows:

A-Accounts- $ 27,147.95  
B-Accounts- $   1,633.57    
DA-Accounts- $   6,899.43
DB-Accounts- $   7,778.16  
Water 4- $   3,086.75   
Water 2- $ 18,173.41
Fire- $  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
TOTAL $ 64,719.27

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

5 Ayes    0 Nayes     

Motion: Carried

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Pam Atwater, 1097 Carmen Rd. Barker, wanted to let the Board know that there was a legal
notice posted in the Lockport paper by APEX with regard to the recent conveyance of property
from Shoreline Fruit  to APEX.  She was disappointed with the results  of the sale.  She also
mentioned  that  she,  along  with  Save  Ontario  Shores,  has  concerns  over  APEX’s  practices
including recent  comments  made at  a Sierra  Club meeting by APEX’s PR person that  were
“misleading or untrue”.



Howard Pierce,  10200 Millers Road, stated that  since there has been a 180-day moratorium
passed, he doesn’t want to hear anything more from anyone about wind.

Donna Riggi, Lake Shore Rd., responded to some of the comments made at the April Public
Hearings to include: climate changes and science, the recent committee that was formed by the
Yates Board to research the current wind law and amendments to it,  and the make-up of the
current Town Board of “SOS members”.   She stated that the energy benefits  from industrial
turbines are minimal, most of the members from the committee to review the Town wind law did
extensive research to best represent the interests  of the Town, and that SOS is comprised of
people that consider Yates their “home”. 

Taylor Quarles, Lighthouse Wind, discussed a few updates to include the Stipulation Process
which involves sharing additional studies and exhibits.  He emphasized that the public will have
a chance to submit comments before the stipulations are finalized.  He mentioned that he was
personally frustrated that  Lighthouse Wind was not  able  to provide  all  of the  details  of  the
project from day one.  They look forward to providing the final application.  He wanted to make
sure that the Board members received a letter  from APEX announcing a future meeting that
involves studies and results with regard to the Niagara Falls Airbase.

Supervisor Simon wanted to know if this would be part of the stipulations process since it was
included in Yates’ stipulation comments and if not, why.

Taylor responded that they are trying to be as transparent as possible.

Supervisor Simon responded that this is supposed to be a part of the stipulations process and that
it involves negotiations and confidentiality issues.  He questioned if the meeting would be open
to the public.

Taylor responded that it would be.

Cynthia Hellert, Pratt Lane, questioned whether or not APEX has the right to move forward with
“business as usual” after the Moratorium has been passed.  She also started to read a recent email
sent to her from one of the Yates Committee members that was formed earlier in the year to
review the current wind law.

Andrew  Meier,  Town  Attorney,  responded  that  the  moratorium  does  not  impose  any
administrative restrictions on APEX.  It is a moratorium on land use approvals coming from the
Town.

Richard Hellert, Pratt Lane, questioned whether or not those members absent from the Public
Hearings held on April 21st have been able to listen to the recording of the meetings.  He wanted
to make sure that those absent will be aware of all public comment.  He mentioned that the SOS
members are very concerned with the economy.  He said that the Town has a lot to offer with our
lakefront, Amish families, Town government, and farms.  He thinks that we should look to share
services with the Village of Lyndonville. 



Paul Lauricella, Roosevelt Highway, questioned a couple of Town expenditures made over the
last few months to the Village of Lyndonville.  He also wanted to know when the water would be
turned on in the cemetery and if the Highway would be working on the East Yates Center Rd.

Supervisor Simon responded that the Town paid the Village in entirety for the Fire Contract and
for quarterly water.  

Jim Hoffman, 8737 Lake Rd., pointed out that a representative of the Town of Somerset was
excluded form a meeting involving APEX on April 30th.  He feels that these meetings should be
open to the public because it involves public funds.  He said that all persons present should
protest.

Dan Fitzgerald, Lighthouse Wind, said that as per the Code of Conduct, they have published the
next  round  of  information  including  the  details  of  the  recent  land  transaction  involving
Atwater’s. There was no reportable conflict of interest.

Judy Esposito,  Lake Shore Rd. wondered what  the speed limit  was on Lake Shore Rd. and
questioned why there were no speed limit signs.  She had concerns about the traffic along the
road including the speed.  The road isn’t very wide and there are a lot of walkers and bikers on
the road because there are no sidewalks.  She asked that someone look into this.

Jim Whipple and Brad Bentley responded that the speed limit is 55mph and that Orleans County
maintains the road.

Supervisor Simon said that he would contact the County Sheriff’s Department for additional
patrol.

Anne Smith, Lake Shore Rd., thanked the Board for their efforts.  She addressed concerns over
local property values.  She shared some analysis based on recent sales in the area dividing the
Town from County Line Road East to Route 63 and from Roosevelt Highway North to the Lake.
The volume of sales has gone down 50% from 2013 to present.  A local realtor told her that sales
in the Town of Yates are down 70%

Betty Wolanyk, 7792 Haight Rd., Barker, did research on the leases signed and recorded at both
the Orleans and Niagara County Clerk’s offices.  She stated that there is a discrepancy between
what  APEX claims  to  have  signed in  terms  of  number  of  entities  and acreage  and what  is
actually recorded at the counties.  She feels that they are overstating the number of leases and
acres unless there are some yet to be filed.

Linda Fisk, Lyndonville Rd., asked if the Board has any ideas for bringing money in the Town.

Supervisor Simon responded that he spoke to his Business Advisory and Tourism Committee
and they will start to propose some ideas.  He also invited Linda to “Coffee with the Supervisor”
to be held a week from Saturday at the Yates Town Hall where he will listen to her ideas.



Dick Fisk, Lyndonville Rd., feels that the STAMP Plant will attract 500 - 600 people to the
Town so that there should be no worries about property values.

TOWN OFFICERS REMARKS 
Trisha Laszewski, Town Assessor, reported that Change of Assessment notices were sent out,
Tentative Roll was filed on the May 1st, Grievance Day is scheduled for Thursday, May 26th from
4:00pm – 8:00pm, and all of the Board of Assessment Review members have been notified.

Wes Bradley, Councilman, wanted to personally thank the Lyndonville Area Foundation for their
help in subsidizing the Yates summer recreation program in the amount of $7,500.  He also
thanked the United Way of Orleans for their $2,000 contribution.

Brad Bentley,  Councilman, mentioned that they are diligently working on trying to get water
accessibility to the last 2 roads in the Town, Goodwin and Ward. 

Supervisor Simon mentioned that the WECS Law is still being reviewed and that it should be
done in the next week or two.  He invited everyone to “Coffee with the Supervisor” to be held at
the Yates Town Hall on May 21, 2016 starting at 10:00am.  He will bring the coffee.  Lastly he
mentioned that he will be holding regular office hours on Friday’s from 4:30-6:00pm.  Once
official it will be posted on the website.  He always accepts and encourages appointments.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Councilman Bentley,  Whereas  there is  no new business to  be brought before the
Board, the meeting be adjourned at 7:55PM.
Seconded by Councilman Whipple

5 Ayes    0 Nays     

Motion: Carried

Respectfully Submitted,
Michele L. Harling
Yates Town Clerk


